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AOUGHTS ON THE GREAT: ‘FIRST “CAUSE 
Wetehall thy shadowed image fill our 
‘Bach chigtige or event’ in the’ earth is’ the effect of some cause: Each 
causée-in tart, is the effect of ‘some ‘preceding’ We can follow Back’ 
the until, m wee arrive® ‘beginnitiy of ‘finite 


22 


simply, ot :° ‘Bach motion of matter is’ 
motion of some previously moving body. If we follow tod bexinning’ 
the motion of each moving body, always find. some other moving body 


ower bey: material dystem of things. 

At the time at which motion began to be, we 
in’ Otherwise, finite universe is in ‘perpetual ‘motion; a 
condition Which; far'as‘we know, as impossible in a ‘large’ finite 
The world of matter, at the'begititiitig of its’ 
nite'existence, was evidently in equili ium—imotionless. The elements 

intelligence began to operate, giving’ organization’ 
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definite structure to the clesients; ak of 
the homogeneous expanse into unlike parte, disturbing the equilibrium, 
and hence originating the motion which now exists. 

An infinite universe could | possess and manifest never-ending motion 
of the system pposed to be finite—the 


aid and still more 80 


are passing kinetic work performing) 
energy, into potential-{or merely possibile, not actual) energy. So that at 
some time the motion of the visible system will cease, and it will 
to the condition of stable equilibtium ‘from whith Yt started? and will 
be motionless; dinless upon pbwer froti 
yond tee, Ruaits. Science shows and experience proves that no physical 
ening. as some previously moving thing acts,ypon and.moves 
n therefore, to give to the visible universe the motion and 
adlidee which we now find within it, the impulse must have. come from 
outside of itself——must have originated from the (power ef the gnseen and 
invisible—the all-powerful One. the invisible .things of him from 
the creation of the world: are clearly, seen, being-understoed ‘by the things 
that; are made, even his eternal power and Godhead;”+-Rom. i: 20. 
The reasoning assumes, that if something, existe, now, something must 
have existed eternally; for an uncaused finite, be ‘contradicts rea- 
son. The something; that exists through all: the changes, appears. as force 
or. power, is independent. of the, series of changes,,and never began. to. 
be.; It :is the Absolute Power,, So Herbert Spencer; says; The, persist- 
ence, of ‘the universe ia the persistence of, tha t. Unknown Osuse, Power,.or 
Force, which is, manifested to; us through phenomene,”...; Since. force 
or. power, like motion, cannot exist in the abstract, but, must ibe the forge, 
power, or motion,of some being, it, is. nepessary, inference.that. the first 
cause.is a being... But.a being that is the, sufficiept.cause.of,.the existence 
of the visible universe, is what men understand, 9s the, first Great Cauge, 


the. Creator, We, may, conceive the visible. univeraa, | mani- 
through all, and yet ii fo 


‘Zeller, says; “The apivit of man,cannot be eatistied, til it findsin every. 
force, the. manifestation of an inal, beings, the, product 
Joseph. Smith says;,.“He [God], comprebendeth all. Il things 
are, before him, and. al) things are.,round is;aboye.all 
things, and in. all things, and is through’all things, and'is round about.all 
things; and all things ere —— 
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nsions. .. Prof. 
‘hich ime o 
We can, only, k 


cause, like ourselves; or is it.a mere, 


irect knowledge of a first cause, of ‘ection 
self,,,; Any, one knows thet, he himeelf. ia.a first eause—that. he ican origin- 
_We,are obliged to think of the great, First, Cause of; the.universe, if 
99,» personal, cause like no.other kind. 
now going on, or initiate new. forms of, motion. 
nib are under; the necessity,of, thinking,.thas. “the 


ws ini posting the 
ena,, there, is .bypothesis,.more mann them, thas (they 
| from, ,wills,, dwelling. in, them. or outside 
nan for ‘pride induce by 


Tain the ofall modern “ines ol 
indirectly. proves the existence ofan absolute first ciuse, in:ite 
m that, the, sym, of all: forces, potential, and. energetic. is diways thé 
same. Nothing can ever be added to or taken from: this:power; which is: 
manifested or: revealed in all the particular and: measurable forces, obeerved 
in;the, niverse., Since this power, is.not the sum. of, the finite powers, 
for they depend upon we _this power .ia not. capable of increase 
or, diminution, it. must be the infinite.power,-—the great first.cause.) 
if the. is iteelé an effect,.and. must have.a 
canse. beyond, itself; but itjis must, therefore! be.an. 
effect produced, by an intelligent cause. Says Prof. Harris,of Yale College: 
“Everywhere and. always, everything, from the largest masa to the minut- 
est. molecule, intense activity, putring forth and reosiving. energy. 
Whergver, we find, the in it, we find, it. an, effect -of, 
use of, new, conditions,;And a series of causal. 


~ 
r 
4 
~ 
wy 
OF 
a 
“ 
- 
OF Uae: agnos p Maint Anve tions 
BY. 
> 
¢ 
349 
punked 
+ 
. 


Covered the link’ below’ it, ‘but ‘it itdelf fritist pported ‘and 
that ‘which supports it’ must sdpported, until we come tothe first 
which ‘ts supported by the throne of ‘the Alniighty.“ Every natural’ cad 
must have a cause until we ascend to the first canse, Hast é is pncau 

‘and opérates not by necessity but by wifl.*’ Tn'the langu of Job: 

depth ‘saith, I¢ is not ar and the Tt 
visible universd'and everything in'it point to cotisé Beyond 


phy ArT 
foree it ftom "It does ‘nut 
conveys! It'is not, therefore, the real causé of that forte.” 
cause mast sélf-directive ‘and selfexertive:: "But “is 
‘and’ ‘the dnly logical botichisioh:” Tt’ not 
all physical force is’ ‘action of God's will; but that, 
we obsérve its Kotion ih the course of nature, we ate obliged to refer it'to 
some rational will as its first’ cause.’ TO WOR 
cannon ball strikes building.’ “The force which the build hg 
is the same’ force which’ was'moving in the catinon’ ball.” ‘But the cannd 
ball remairis, distinct fromthe effect which it’ caused.” And’ in ever} 
case ‘there’ is not only a’ fore ‘exerted, but’ also ‘a ‘being’ that’ oaased or 
éxerted it. There is ‘no cause, that is not also.a being, andthe does 
not disappear in the effect,’ bat remains capable of further 
“The physical foros energizitig in the course of does’ of ‘itsdlf 
carry the thought back to mind or spitit, to ‘rational powet;‘as'the origitial 
first cause of all the forces and course of naturé.”- 
» Dr. Carpenter ‘points tothe origination 


mind:’ This‘is rio new doctrine: It is‘as‘old: as Socrates!’ The deép- 
instinote of: humanity ‘and the profundest ‘researches ‘of philosophy’ 
point te mind as the'one'and orly source'of power.” 

Joseph Smith says faith is the principle of action: ini “all Hniteltige 
beings. “It is*faith; and’ faith only, ‘which isthe movirig’ cause actior 
in them.” by ‘which Jéhoval Works,’ did! through’ 
which he'exetcises' power over all temporal as well: ‘as éternal things.’ 
+.) Without it there is: ‘no power'and ‘without power’ there vould’ be 

‘faith is an act of withjend in thie wit "be 
chat thee Ol philosophy the 
teaching 6f the Prophet Joseph'on this poiny, youls 103 

The foregoing: discussion is intended’ merely to be suggestive, and is not’ 
written as doctrinal teaching: We ‘cannot understand thé power ‘which 
created the world and allthat is therein. “We can of 
what is not fully made known’ to us. ‘Reason affords’ faint light: 
Farther, ‘we are unable ‘to understand ‘the ‘full siz ce Of what’ has 
been revealed on’this'subject: “This is the light 6f’Christ;) Ax’alsd lie is 
in the sun‘and the light of the san, and the power thereof by which ‘it’ was 
nade? * which light procéedeth forth from thé presdiite ‘of 
God ‘to ‘fill the immensity ‘of light 
which ‘giveth life to all things; — 
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aven she pawer of God, cite throne, whi is in 
the; bosom of eternity, imidst,of all ab 


Gospet it iswnnédessary to add much. has been‘stated, there are Gospel 
ordinances and requirements that must be attended to’in order for one td 
obtain salvation: foundation: of the ‘Gospel' of Christ’ had been 
dwacribeil dsiconsisting of the doctrines of faith in God; repéeritancs of siti, 
Saptisin for the ‘remission: of: sins; and the laying: on of: harids for the 
feception of! thie Holy Ghost. -The Savior taught these dootrines; and iv is 
understood unmistakably fron: His words that: théy dre’ absolitely 
One who contends that there is ‘no necessity of his being bap- 
tized -by:immersion and having hands laid upon his head for the reception 
‘of the Holy Ghost manifests a_rebellious disposition ; and the person who 
a0'shows by this very act that. thoge ordinances are 
ments in his ease, if for‘no other purpose than to make him and 
to render obedience ‘to the command ments of 
petson who isinet willing to:yield obedience to such simple frequitettients 
id not itva condition ‘to receive the: Gospel ; for obedience is the firat lesson 
to bedéarned direntering: into the: kingdom of ‘heaven | Baptisrh is theté- 
fore beneficial and) hecessary to be perfornied to impress this simple 
Jeason of obedisrice, even if there was no other benefit to be derived from it. 
‘Et us géod: test of) a person's hamility: and willingness to follow ‘Christ. 
Bavior; in order: to teach by example as well ‘as by prevept, atid to 
adthough He was ‘without 
-with: the peni before:vhey are’ taught to write letvers and words. Although 
the ‘strokes “have: no significance vhemeelves; the practice is considered 
necesdary! to'ehable the pupils to get control of the pe. More advaticed 
-stadéhtd-are taught languages in school; not: particularly for the benefit 
derived from understanding the languages taught, but more especially as 
tliscipline for the which: the study: gives.: the benefits of 
‘nendering obediénce to the outward ordinances of the Gospel may bé'con- 
-gidéred ina like manner. for the of argument, we admit that thete 
‘is benefit:to be gained through obedience ‘to them’ the disvipline 
3 ja cample rewatd for:it'is only on condition of such obedi- 
janeé thatthe Holy Ghost.is promised ; and: wher one humbly submits: to 
is entitled to this’ gift, and it wilh in his 
works oub: his éalvation: them ‘here-is not tlie -inténtiow of 
oie, Writer. lf; whine has been! presented willlead a: person seek for de 
the Gospel! of Christ,;and he become converted: to ‘the 
snépessity of attending: to:these first: ordinances, and does attend ‘w thdm 
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he will’ reosive ‘the ‘Spirit of ‘promise, which lead into ‘dll 
It will-bevhis guide and teadher, and will-show ‘him what is ‘necessary’ to 


There are many world to teach the Gospel of 
Christ. They all differ in their teachings,and the seeker after trath is 
bewildered, not, knowing what to do, or how. 'to ‘tell which .is ‘the: right 
pharch.,, But, there is-a, way. for one to know for himself: what couree: to 
take. Humility, a. prayerful.spirit and an -earnest: desire to know: and 
obey the will.of the Lord,.no matter how, much the will of: God-concerning 
mankind may, come. in..conflict; with one's ideas..regarding: it, are 
necessary to prove. the truth of the promises.of: theiSavior,; The -Apostle 
James, says, “If any-of: you lack wisdom, let :him ask.of Godithat giveth 
to. all men ,liberally,;.and upbraideth, not; ‘and: it shall. be. given -him.” 
There are certain, teste,by which one can learn whichiis the true, Church 
of Christ. the church, if. it.be the true church, must teach 
the same. doctrines that: Christ, and His: Apostles aughti: The ‘Apostle 
Paul, declared that. there is.“One Lord, one faith; onei baptiem,” (Eph. iv: 
and says. farther, ;“But though oran angel from:heaven, preach 
any other, Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto: you, 
let .him accursed.” (Gal. i:,8.):. The tene church imust:have: ministers 
endowed with the same authority as the: ancient disciples:to acti in. the 
God, as says, in .speaking.of the: priestly. calling,: No wan 
this honor. ante himself, but he that.is,called of God, as was Aaron.’ 
Aaron was called by revelation ¢ :hienoe: revelation ‘is as neced- 
sary:in. the Church, at one time.as at another..The true-church:must hie 
founded. upon apostles and prophets, and have the same:organization that 
existed inthe primitive chareh. It-must have the same helps.and govern- 

ments and enjoy the same spiritual gifts as: mentioned -by Pauls: 
God, eet some in the church,; first: apostles, :seeondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then: gifts.of healings, helps, govern- 
menta, diversities, of tongues.” 1 Cor. xii:28,:: In: the: true Ohuroh -the 
‘same signs. must follow the believers, as positively proniised: by the Savior, | 
“And these, signe shall: follow: them ‘that: believe name:shall ‘they 
out-devils;: they shall: speak with.'new yongues;:they shall take: up 
‘serpente;' and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt:them; they 
shall. lay. hands on the sick, and they shall: recover”): (Mark xvi<'16;: 
These things are not done sway with in:the true Oburch: of! Christi: They 
ere still needed, notwithstanding all claims:to-the conttary.' ‘There is no 
passage in the: :sacted ‘scriptares ‘that: justifiesany person in saying’ that 
these things are df:no further use in:the: hand 
Pauli declares that: the: spiritual: ‘gifts are to remain:with othe church‘ dill 
we all come in the unity of the faith.” 
Savior made this promise: “Hf man ‘will de:bis will :he ‘shall 
+know: of the doctrine, whether it: be:of:God; br whether:I speak of myself.” 
(Sohn vii: 17.):° To-do: His will is to keep: His commandinerits; andHe’lias 
Commanded:aill mankind to repent:and’ be baptized ‘ag well’ as to ‘believe. 
‘Chis promise:made bythe Savior is'as good ‘to-day it'was when’ first 
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infallible test by which the cruth:of the Gospel of Christ— 


may be known. 


Are the doctrines of the Savior taught and practiced by any church to-day? . 


And do the: signs follow the believers as they did anciently? It is most 
pleasing and consoling to know ‘that ‘these questions cin all be answered 
inthe affirmative. The Church of Christ is upon the earth. - It has been 
re-established in power and authority i in this age through the revelations 
of ‘than. | Its officers have recéived: their authority from’ heaven’to 
administer in the holy ordinances pertaining unto it. It teaches the same 
doctrines; and the same signs follow the believers: the sick are healed, the 
bline: their sight; the lame walk, devils.are cast out, arid ‘the’ gift 
of ‘tongaes, and of. prophecy ‘and other 

‘gifts are enjoyed. Those’'who tender obedience to its doctrines 
from God: that ‘the Gospel they have obeyed is the 
té° His ascension: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptis- 
thién im the’ hame' df Father;-and ‘of the Son,’ and of ‘the! Huly 
Ghost: teaphing'them to observe all things 


‘whenever ‘the Lord 


periit'sonié important event to occur in:the world, He:sent some prophet 
prddlaing the event, and give the people: warning’ . Before the flood 
(Noah “was sent: to prophesy people concerning ‘it; ‘and call 

‘to repent: oftheir sins that they might escape: the-wrath of 
‘Goat When Jerusalem: was about to be destroyed by: the «Babylonians, 
propheta were ‘raised ap among’ the people, te warn them of what should 
‘come’ the Baptist ‘was sent’as the forerunner of the Savior when 


mortality; and the Savior; during His ministry warned 


’ th escape the terrible calamity that awaited the 


‘the the destruction of Jerasaleth, giving these who believed: on 
His wordsan 


the Savioris near at band, and: the Lord again 
raided «prophet to’ prepare for the great event. Fhe‘angel! tht. 


the everlasting Gospel,” ‘has 
did delivered hits that 


Charchof God 
to teach’ it wid administer i 


It aside pre ‘an investigate the evidence that 


BABA ‘prove’ ‘prophet they will find that ‘most 


appeared: 
‘Had beers lished ‘tipori thie earth; ‘atid’ the Gospel is ‘being preached fa 
the nineteenthicentary is Jomaph 
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HOW THE BLESSINGS OF. THE, GOSPEL ARE OBTAINED. 
Ta Propher Jeniph. Smith eays: “There: is a Jaw, decreed, it 
heaven before'the foundations of this world, upon. which..all blessings. are 
to that.law: ‘ppon: mich it is predicated.” irs 
The truth set, forth: in this. great revelation. .in itee 
It unfolds! to. man’s understanding much that.is of. practical usp .to,; ‘kim. 
It:makes:plain how.somé. men: ‘been. so “highly favored jof the: 
have ‘obtained such: great. blessings’ from Him,,;.Jt.is by faith 
obedience that. théy have been enabled to xeceive those blessings.; 
Every one who has received a testimony that the Gospel is sae anit 
admit that he obtained it: through: bis obédience to the laws of the 
Hetherefore knows'that obedience is the key, which: unlocks the! 
of. heaven... Now, a:tessimeny from Heaven.of the truth, of the, Gospel, is.e 
great gift; and one that should be mest highly. prized, but.it.is netithe. only 
grent blessing. that the Lord is: willing to freely bestow. upon His children. 
There are atiany gifta and they are. to, be gained .in the sam¥/manper 
an this one,that is, by obedience to the laws.upon which they,are promised. 
‘To: those: who, observe the word. of . 
promised: .The Lord says;they shall receive.health, shall find, wisdom and 
gress treasures.of. knowledge, that. they shall. ran.and not be, weery, and 
‘shall, walk. and: not. faint; and .that the destroying. shall..pass.; 


are prospered of the; 


to: keep it. holy. . He. says). “inasmuch; as this,.the, of 


other condition, for those who de not the nditions. wl 
is offered will not receive ite blessings, 
«The ‘Seinta should fully. understand. this, fact, shat. the, blessings 

received through obedience to certain requirementa af the Gospel sh 
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ane gulled,.temporal.or material, in distinction from spiritual blessings 
itis, admitted that they.are but temporal, they are to:be prized 
and..ageght after, for. by enjoying them one.is, better: so-obtain 
greater blessings. . A: person who observes the Sabbath day, obeys the law 
of, tithing and keeps the word of wisdom: isnot only benefitted. by.temporal 


after His crucifixion... This.was,in fulfillment of what He 
othised; when, He. said to His disciples in. Jerusalem, other sheep I 
nana not.of this fold:\them. also I must bring, and they: shall 

and there shall, be.one fold, and. one shepherd.”.. Among 

#a:of, American Indians there are tfaditions preserved of: the 
¢ to the people of that land. These traditions tend. to corrob- 


contributes an article: “The Great 

Desert.” | In this article he says 
‘Papagoes;the short-haired Indians of! the South-west and the true Arabs 
of the desert; ‘noted for their strength, fleetnesa, and-endurance; as needs 
on saceessfully the straggle for existence in so 
‘Wherever ‘water can be obtained perennially they 
thei? permanent: rancherias;' the bahitations consisting sometimes 
plastered with mud, and some- 
times of a! beshive-like arrangement made by: planting pliable poles:in a 
itcls; drawing the tops toward: the centre and fastening them there, and 
‘theil thitching the whole with straw. whatever the kind of ‘habita- 


sun; bring | 16 sorely ‘make the desert to bloaiom 
like be th earth, atid the 
ae That when Mocteeuina comes all doors be 
seen by him, and none closed’ against him,‘ these poor people, with ‘a 
athetic faith, place the only entrance to their houses towards the east and 
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top-of the fivet page an “announcement inab Rabies belated 
at ‘such place,’ ‘giving their: address, and aré<desirous of! the 
Gospel “td: dll ‘wha ‘are. ititerested’ in hearing will take: pleavore in 
enllibg tpon peoplé ‘in “their homes, orn having péoplé cll then) at 
their stopping placé,‘and explaining the doctrines of the Latter-day Sainta 
‘The ‘saygestion 16 'a good: one and: might be adopted very profitably)!’ At 
the end: of each tract is’a blank to be filled, ‘designating when and ‘where 
Latter-day Saints meet for publicworship. Itis generally understood by the 
Elders that this blank should be filled out either in writin or with a rubber 
stamp. Ff in’addition” to this an’ snnoundement Hike ‘the one 
below ‘were printed at the head of each ‘tract. it insight prove helpfal to 
Saint Blders' from are located ‘(here insert the” res 
who desire to'learn further about ‘these’ faith, oF will gladly’ th 
doctrines of religion’ ‘will call upon them for that purpose 
the above address” seul) oaalded? add ob tiety 
‘similar to’ thé one ‘shove and stamp each’ 
‘tribute: ' The' cost of the stamp would be: — trifle, and the extra work.of 

New: long.since a. young Elder had this quotation from ‘Luke xiii | pre- 
sented: to hin as an:evidence that:Joseph ‘Smith: was not ‘a prophet: ‘for 
cannot: be:that:a: prophet: perish out: of :Jernaslem.” By reading: the 
chapter one 'can:understand that this; remark attributed: to.the: Savior: is 
@ spedies of sarcasm or irony, suggesting: that /Jerusélem :was:.noted: as 
being the place where the prophets were put to death.;.:1t.is fally appar- 
ent that the Savior did-not.advocate as.a doctrine that no prophet should 
die outside of the Jewish capital ; and. on the: strength of the. dbove quota- 
tion “it ‘would ‘be most absurd to contend that -He did. Many) of 
-ancieritiprophete perished outside of Jerusalem, and Apostles: Peter 
and Paul are to bas mow 


is ration: of 


Melts 


ight,” r, dressed “walked 
ch he not. before for two weeks.” vd 
‘character’ ate quite’ beneficial in 
interest’ sinong’ thé ‘members of's branch. ‘During the winter! 
they should be held frequently. ‘All such gatherings 
{in the orderly tanner and ‘the exetvised ought td-be Uf dn 
ed too far into thé bial 


A. CASE Of miraculous healing through the admin! the holy 
is, reported b der Leste -tevenson Wake. 
3 .4s now-laboring as a missionary in the, bern States.of Americ 
; } ts from Live Oak, says: r 
da 
bed ‘the apr antly lifeless form, e laid our h ‘upon him wit 


Scandinavia, 65 in Switeetiatd -and-Germany, ‘and 14 in Holland and 
total of, 284,in-the European: Mission... The: number is 


d Elders 
on November 6 og 
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W. Sainsbury , Balt Lake City; Willan 
William P. Ostler, Nephi. For the Soa 


ie Balt Lake Yonson, 
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Ix the London Dasly for November 6, 1896, i an-arti 
| 
Steevens, entitled. “The of the Dollar.” A side fromsome a 
a 
e.writer m a y fair, statement of tions. in = 
Utah, and gives a most glo account of the mineral wealth of the 
ARkivats.—The following. nam 
n er the 
—Hyrum Benjamin Rict 
Alb Clarke t 
came With tbe Company on & Vis | = 
h l m to return 
: 
over 
AS 
spointed to labor asa Tra in the 
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as a in the 
to labor as q Traveling Elder in = 
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wes humble native: ficherman; ‘who lived orithe witd ward side ot 
Masai, ond of the Hawaiian islands: Though poor| he ipridedi 
having descended from a line of chiefs of svine' note, ind constant — 
plication to his profession he managed to gains liy elihood , 

Church of Jestis Christ of Latver-day Saines, which ‘ot 
like himself, residing in a small ‘village by’ the prove 
blow’ heavily ‘thee ‘at times, and When 
breakers run so hi that fishio to be | ban 

ee and it woul id oth 


attempts to make a catch with hook and line. “Iw “back and try 


was, 


the 


whi 
to the shore, After a 


cam h ls 


at he 


lain, 


sopely, of fish: and while they, were filled, fl sat 
a surety the don hear and answer the who. aa 


1806... There,were present: Ralon Welland. of 
‘the Presidency. of, President Fred. W, Nichola 
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